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TEASER

Mr. Vandermeer is handing back graded book reports, giving brief praise or lampooning criticism to each student.  When he hands Evan’s report back he informs him that no, there are no musical numbers in the original version of Les Miserables.  You were supposed to do an actual book report; that is, one based on the actual book, not the movie version of the book.  The class snickers.  Evan is crushed.  Didn’t V. Hugo like Broadway?  The class cracks up.  On Mr. Vandermeer’s pained expression, the bell rings and everyone rushes out.  Vandermeer instructs Evan to stay behind.  A couple of kids react to this: you’re in for it now.  

Vandermeer tells Evan that he had an idea over the weekend.  Evan braces for the worst, but then his eyes go wide as Vandermeer pulls out a cool, digital camcorder and holds it out to him.  Vandermeer was thinking, why not put Evan’s preoccupation with movies to good use? A friend of his is producing a TV show about teenagers and what’s important to them. Therefore, Evan’s new assignment is to create a PBS-style “day in the life” visual journal - that is, IF he is interested.  The words barely clear his lips before Evan grabs the camcorder – as if he wouldn’t be interested!  Vandermeer tells him to record every aspect of his life for a few days. Evan tells Vandermeer he rules and rushes off, not wanting to waste a minute. A new Spielberg is born!

CUT TO: Perched in a high tower, a dark figure (Sabertooth) looks down over Bayville, over the high school, over to the Institute. He sniffs the air, picks up a scent, and grins viciously as his eyes pinpoint the Institute.  “Ah. There you are. Time for a reckoning, Logan.”

END TEASER

ACT ONE

Kitty comes around a corner at school, runs smack into JASON, and drops her books.  Jason is a handsome and charming senior who comes across like Mr. Sensitive. (But we’ll soon discover that he’s a two-faced cad with an inflated ego).  Kitty is flustered, but Jason flatters her and puts her at ease as he picks up her books and hands them to her.  He invites her to come by after school to watch him rehearse for the school play. He’s playing the lead - Hamlet.   

Kitty is clearly smitten.  Suddenly, she spots Evan videotaping the whole thing and is mortified.  She verbally rips into Evan, demanding to know what he’s up to.  But Jason laughs it off; quipping that he hopes Evan at least got his good side.  Nevertheless, once Jason is out of hearing range, Kitty warns Evan he’d better not mess up her chance to go out with Jason.  He’s only THE coolest guy in the whole school. 

Kitty goes off in a huff, Even shrugs, turns and finds himself facing a big, stupid grin on Toad’s slimy face. Toad caught wind of Evan’s project and wants to be in the movie too.  He nags at Evan to shoot him making amazing leaps and zapping flies.  Evan tells him to buzz off.  That’s not the kind of film he’s doing. 

Kurt sees Evan with the camcorder and asks him what’s up.  Evan tells him about Vandermeer’s assignment.  Kurt thinks that’s seriously awesome, and says that he’ll come up with some ideas.

Evan’s next target is Scott, who definitely does NOT like having a camcorder shoved in his face, especially not when it catches how miserable he looks over Duncan hitting on Jean.  Kurt is trying to make Scott feel better when Toad bounces in, determined to have his 15 seconds of fame in front of the camera, but ends up nearly breaking the camcorder instead.  

Kurt does Evan a favor and teleports Toad into a swimming pool. Scott, Kurt, and Evan walk off as the wet, spluttering Toad drags himself out of the pool, threatening all sorts of vengeance after them.  He’s gonna get Evan and that stupid camera!    

Back at school Evan rounds a corner and spots something and raises the camcorder to his eye.  Through the lens we see Jason down the hallway talking to Rogue.  Though Rogue hides her infatuation better than Kitty, it’s obvious that Jason has no trouble charming her too.  He also invites her to come watch him rehearse after school. Though Rogue feigns near indifference, she accepts his offer. 

As they go their separate ways, Evan slowly lowers the camera from his eye with the realization that Jason is playing both girls – this is going to be a great video!  

After school, Kitty and Rogue are sitting in different parts of the theatre along with several other cast members and the director.  Both girls are enthralled with Jason, on the stage, hamming his way badly through his lines as Hamlet.  After he leaves the stage Kitty and Rogue see each other and realize they’re both there for the same reason.  Kitty tells Rogue to butt out.  Rogue tells Kitty that she’s kidding herself if she thinks that a senior would interested in a freshman who wouldn’t know Shakespeare from Shake’n’Bake.  The girls part ways after more catty words, and entirely miss seeing Jason hit on the girl playing Ophelia. But Evan doesn’t.  He captures Jason’s “performance” from the balcony with “gotcha” look on his face. 

Wipe to the Xavier Mansion where Evan sneaks footage of the team responding to an Institute defense drill in which Xavier times them with a stopwatch to see how quickly they can get into their gear and reach their respective defense posts. Logan watches with a critical eye. Suddenly his attention is drawn elsewhere – to an itch deep within his psyche – one that he can’t quite reach. 

Outside Sabertooth carefully prowls the perimeter of the Institute, staying out of sight and out of range of the defenses. He takes up a lurking position in a tree and spots Logan overseeing the drill, but rubbing the back of his neck. He chortles, “You can feel what’s coming, can’t you Logan?”  

ACT 2

Evan sneaks a shot of Xavier consulting with Logan over an intermittent reading on Cerebro that has them both concerned. The reading is just outside the Institute grounds. But it doesn’t stay there long enough to be sure that it’s not just a glitch.  Xavier sees Evan and tells him this is off limits for the video. Evan rolls his eyes and walks off.  

Outside under a full moon night Sabertooth watches Xavier and Logan through a window with high tech. binoculars. Logan turns to look out the window. Sabertooth ducks down to keep from being seen. He’s startled by a sound. He turns, ready to rip someone’s head off, but it’s just Toad standing near a street lamp zapping moths with his tongue – even disgusting for Sabertooth.  

Back inside Logan turns from the window telling Xavier that some slime-ball kid is out there snatching bugs outta the air with his tongue – that’s your mystery blip.  Xavier recognizes the MO – it’s Toad. Mystery solved.

Meanwhile Evan catches Kitty and Rogue bringing their rivalry home to their shared bedroom.  Kitty complains about Rogue’s thrash music.  Rogue complains about Kitty’s hideous C&W.  Each keeps turning up the volume until Kitty phases her hand into Rogue’s CD player and wrecks it.  

In a thoughtless moment of rage, Rogue grabs Evan for just a split-second – long enough to steal his powers, projects a spike from her hand, and skewer Kitty’s CD player. As they glare at each other they hear a thud and turn to find Evan collapsed on the floor.  

Dissolve to Evan waking up about half an hour later with concerned friends all around him, glad to see he’s okay.  Xavier gives Rogue a serious lecture (Kitty looking on with approval – until she’s almost caught by Xavier – then she’s suddenly very serious).  Rogue is less than pleased when she has to give Evan an apology – and he insists on taping it!  Rogue stomps off.  Xavier warns Evan to be considerate about his videotaping.     

After Xavier leaves, Kurt grabs Evan and Scott aside.  Forget this everyday stuff!  That’s not how Lucas got started!  They need action!  Adventure!  Thrills!   Kurt’s ready to share his idea and he has everything set up.  

Before Scott or Evan can say another word, he teleports them into a sequence he’s programmed into the Danger Room.  Kurt has created a new swashbuckling hologram for himself and they’re off -- fighting holograms of space pirates.  

Evan zooms around the room using his skateboard to get hot tracking shots.  But in the action, Scott’s visor gets jammed open, his beams go wild, and un-programmed defenses go off.  Suddenly the three of them are in real danger.

ACT 3

Oblivious to the fact that he is in real danger, Evan continues to shoot video as Scott desperately tries to get his beams under control, and various defenses are activated to counter the perceived threat.  

Finally Logan abruptly shuts it all down. He sternly admonishes them that the Danger Room is NOT a playground (he’s more harsh than usual because he can’t pinpoint what’s making the hair on his neck stand up, and it sure ain’t Toad).  He holds Kurt and Scott responsible for the mess - Kurt because he messed with the programming and Scott because he’s supposed to know better. After Wolverine leaves Evan apologizes for getting Kurt and Scott in trouble, but they remind him that it was their idea.

Glum over yet another lecture, Evan wonders around until he spots Jean using her powers to do an extra-fast clean-up in the kitchen and when she realizes Evan is taping her--CRASH!!!  She lets her power lapse and half the kitchenware is in pieces. Jean reacts by trying to telekinetically grab the camcorder away from Evan.  But Evan hangs on tenaciously and ends up tossed through a window and out into the yard with the camera.  Jean apologizes, but now completely upset, Evan walks off into the night feeling sorry for himself.  Jean worries “Now what have I done?” as the rest of the X-Men rush in to see what the big noise was. 

Toad is amusing himself with tongue target practice on moths when he sees Evan leaving the Institute grounds.  This is just what Toad has been waiting for.  He follows Evan to a nearby playground, and then strikes, trying to get the camcorder. But There’s no way Evan will let Toad take it.   

Inside the mansion, Cerebro lights up.  It shows not only Evan and Toad, but also Sabertooth!  But there are more blips.  The X-Men are out there too, apparently looking for Evan. Logan is gone in a flash.   

Back at the playground Toad and Evan grapple with each other and the camcorder goes flying.  Evan and Toad scramble for it and to their surprise find that it has landed right at the feet of the other X-Men. Toad takes one look in their direction, his eyes go wide, he gasps, takes a flying leap, and is gone.  

Scott and the others look pretty self-satisfied, until they realize that Evan’s eyes have gone wide too.  That’s when they hear Sabertooth snarl from right behind them. 

Sabertooth grabs Kitty and Jean.  Scott can’t fire without hitting them.  Sabertooth isn’t expecting Kitty to simply phase out of his grip.  Jean tries to use her powers to get free, but he’s too strong. Sabertooth says she’s good enough to use for bait. If this doesn’t draw Logan out... “I’m out.” Wolverine interrupts, and Sabertooth whirls around to find him ready for battle. Wolverine taunts Sabertooth for stooping to the new low of picking on kids.  For a tense moment, it looks like Sabertooth might do real harm to Jean when Scott finally risks a shot and blasts Sabertooth backward onto the playground spinner ride, Jean falls free, and Evan grabs the camcorder. 

With a feral snarl, Wolverine launches himself at his enemy, and yells for the kids to get out of there.  Naturally, the X-Men ignore him. And Evan can’t let a battle as cool as this go without recording. Sabertooth and Wolverine rip the spinner ride to shreds, as Evan shoots the action. 

Through Evan’s lens: Scott tries to blast Sabertooth again, but Sabertooth twists Wolverine around to take the blast.  Jean uses her power to pull Wolverine to safety just as Rogue leaps on Sabertooth, meaning to touch him. Kurt quickly grabs her and ports them a few yards back.  She’s furious, but Kurt points to the murderous Sabertooth.  Did you really want to be THAT, he asks?  Rogue looks like she might not have minded all that much, to Kurt’s shock. 

Back to Evan: Suddenly we find Sabertooth’s fangs filling the screen. Sabertooth slaps the camcorder away and hauls Evan up for mayhem.  Evan changes into Spyke and flails away at Sabertooth.  Sabertooth, who also hasn’t seen Spyke before, is caught off-guard. Sabertooth tosses Spyke towards Scott, Jean and Kitty.  Only Jean’s quick telekinetic shield keeps them from being skewered on Spyke’s spikes.

Wolverine shakes off the effects of Scott’s blast and leaps on Sabertooth’s back. Now Wolverine and Sabertooth are slugging it out on the jungle gym, which is being sliced apart.  Kurt and Scott yank chains off the swing set.  Kurt and Scott play “anchor” while Jean telekinetically wraps Sabertooth in the chain.  

Spyke scrambles to find the camcorder again, finds it and raises it up.  Through his lens: Sabertooth bursts free of the chains, looks around at Wolverine and the X-Men, sees he’s outnumbered, but he’s still hot to fight.  But suddenly Storm sails in bringing wind and lightning to bear on him.  That’s one problem too many.  Next fight will be the last, he snarls at Wolverine, then tosses an entire playground sandpit at them to hide his escape. 

Dissolve to inside the Mansion later. Prof. X has a heart to heart with Evan about how dangerous it could have been for Toad or Saertooth to get hold of the tape. Think what it would have meant in the hands of an enemy or even the press.  Evan glumly admits he knows he can’t use any of the really cool footage. But he has to turn SOMETHING IN. Xavier reminds him it’s meant to be about what is important to Evan the teenager – not Evan the great director.  

Evan is thoughtful. There’s one thing he has to do with the tape before he erases it and starts over.

Evan has Rogue and Kitty seated before the TV.  There’s something they have to see.  He shows them: Jason playing up to Kitty (protests from her), Jason playing up to Rogue (surprise reaction from both girls) and finally Jason playing up to “Ophelia” (Big eruption from both girls). Rogue and Kitty realize that Evan has saved them from making fools out of themselves with this jerk.  The girls apologize and make up...then catch Evan taping them yet again! 

FADE TO BLACK

SUPER TITLE

A FILM BY

EVAN DANIELS

A montage of new footage begins: various short shots of the X-Men and mentors in their civvies looking totally normal and doing totally normal things: Logan coaching all the kids in a volleyball game; Evan doing some cool skater moves as his friends applaud; Prof. X helping Kitty with a computer problem; Ororo helping Kurt with some homework; Kitty and Rogue making up; Kurt and Scott goofing around; Jean showing Kitty how to put up her hair, etc.  OVER THIS, Evan says that the most important thing to him is family, but family can be all sorts of things, not just mother, father, brothers, sisters. It’s the people who help you when you’re down, applaud you when you’re up, look after you, show you new stuff, and are there when you need them. So this film is dedicated to my family.  End on a nice group shot of everyone (showing plenty of attitude) except Evan, and then Evan rushes to get into the shot and cope a ‘tude right before the screen once again, this time abruptly...CUTS TO BLACK

THE END


